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STARTING A NEW LIFE

In the seventeenth century, small groups of European men and women sailed across the Atlantic to begin a new life in the 'New World' of America. Sometimes they left Europe because of poverty or religious persecution. All of them wanted a better life for themselves and their children. For these people, and those who came later, making a new life in a different country was often very hard. Swedes, Germans, Norwegians and Russians struggled to grow food in the wild country of the American Midwest. Italians travelled to South American countries such as Argentina, as well as the USA. Spanish and Portuguese people began new lives in South America.

Starting a new life in a different country often means learning a new language. This can be just as difficult for immigrants today as it was for people two hundred years ago. Roberto's family left their home in a small village in Galicia, in north west Spain, when Roberto was only five years old. They came to live in a block of flats in London. Now eighteen, Roberto remembers how he felt when he first came to London.

'I remember my first day at school. What a nightmare! There was this huge concrete building, hundreds of kids, and the only English word I knew was 'hello'. I spent the first morning hiding behind some coats in the cloakroom. A teacher came and found me and took me into his class. I didn't understand a word he said.'

Roberto's English is now perfect; he sounds exactly the same as other boys from north London. He says television helped him to learn English.

'My sister and I loved watching TV –especially cartoons. Two of the first words my sister said in English were 'Bugs Bunny'.' Roberto and his sister learned English more quickly than their parents. 'My parents' English is OK now, but they both have strong accents. Sometimes we still have to translate for them!' 

Roberto's family speak their own language, Gallego, at home. Does Roberto think he is lucky to be a part of two cultures? 'I don't know. I don't think about it most of the time. I'm just happy with whichever group of friends I'm with, Gallego or English. I think I've learned to make friends with just about anybody!

1.- Read these statements and decide if they are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. Justify them with the text. (8 points. 2 points each)
Top of Form 1

............People sometimes left Europe in the seventeenth century for religious reasons. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

........... Roberto couldn't speak one word of English when he first went to school. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
............. Roberto's parents loved watching cartoons. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
.............. Roberto and his sister speak English better than their parents. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.- Answer the questions with your own words (12 points. 6 points each)
1.- Why do you think people immigrated to the “New World”?
2.- Why is Roberto part of two cultures?
GRAMMAR (30 points) 

1. Write the verbs in brackets in the correct tense (20 points. 1 point each)
1.- 

                       (you / study) the English exam last night?

2.- She  
                    (see) anything when she came into the room.

3.- Mrs. May                  (drive) along the road when she 

 (find) a new kind of animal.

5.- The coach   

                 (leave) at 6.00 every evening.

6.- Yesterday I was very tired because I     
             (work) in my garden from ten to one pm.
7.- It happened some minutes ago. While we   
   (go) there, a policeman               (follow) us.  
8.- Where is your elder brother? I think he        

          (swim) in the swimming pool. 

9.- We__________________________________________ (not go) to the cinema last night.

10.- When you ___________________________(go) on holidays?

11.- I_______________ (lose) my keys; I cannot remember where I last__________(see) them.

12.- She ________________(walk) very quickly when I______________ (meet) her yesterday.

13. Yesterday Philip _________when I _________ at his door.(sleep, call) 

14. Sam _____ in an office.(work) 

15. When I _________________(meet) John last morning he_____ (repair) the car. 

16. Fred _______ German and English.(speak) 

17. Our village______ neither bank nor a post office.(have) 

18. Look out! John _____ (come). 

19. Well. I cannot understand why that man _______ a cigarette in a no smoking zone (smoke). 

20 The patient_________________(die) when the doctor arrived.
2.- Correct the errors (4 points. 1 point each)
a) I’m waiting since 10 o’clock to see you.
b) My friends come tonight.
c) People doesn’t believe you.
d) If you will want to come with me, phone me.
3.- Fill in the words below correctly. (Use the map for orientation.) (3 points)


Go on, end, excuse, get, left (2x), next, opposite, right, second, straight on, thank, turn, welcome
  

1. ______________me, how do I ___________________to the cinema? 

2. Go ______________________

3. Turn ___________________    at the corner. 

4. Then take the ___________________road on your ______________________

5. ______________________to the _________________________of the road. 

6. _______________________left there. 

7. The cinema is on your___________________, ___________________the castle. 

8. _________________________you very much. 

9. You're ___________________________


